gain weight and increase body
condition.

If successful, she produces more
offspring,

Flashing can affect the birth rate
n two ways.

Flushing might result in the

female ovulating more eggs, as

steady plane.

___ USDA Rural bm@&&cSmi never Sola alone’

- USDA Rural Uo<&owﬁoa is
mcoommmwa dué to our network of -
partners and our mutual interest in
the future of rural communities.

females on a rising plane of nutri-
tion drop more eggs than those on a

Sheep and Goat Specialist
University of Maryland Extension

It 1s important to remember that
it is the female, not the male, who
sets the upper potential for repro-
ductive rate by the number of mm_mw

By working together we share
resources, ideas, and focus:

This collaboration enriches our
investments and work in communi-
ties throughout our region.

As our partnerships strengthen, .

.ww\ Dr. Bill \_%QQQE@;

. mummm_c._.mnﬁo_. for Cw_u> Rural Um<m_o_u_=m=n

Delaware and Maryland

we grow our organizational capacity
and that of rural communities.
[ want to talk abeout a few of our
partners and the work they do.
Highlighting their important
work across Delaware and Mary-
land is'the strongest testament 1o the

I apologize in advance for not
including evervone!

dation for our everyday wotk,

e ames
s W

WHERE vwmn_m_oz AG
MEETS CROP INSURANCE.

An accurate acreage report ensures you
pay insurance premiums only on the acres
you've planted. Our helpful staff can easily
process precision ag data collected from
all major farm equipment manufacturers.
Callus 8&% for BDS, Information.

U.P_mm< _chmeﬁm INC.
Harry C. Daisey

8959 Frujtland Ave.
Bridgeville, DE 19933
302.337.940G

power of partnerships T can provide.

Partnerships with state, county,
and.local institutions are the foun-

Elected officials, agency profes-

sionals and representatives of our
congressional delegations are some
of our strongest allies. .

They direct constituents to us moﬁ
assistance _uoomzmo z‘ﬁu\ trust our
programs. '

It’s because of them we 562
about issues that may impact the
quality of life for a citizen or a com-

munity affording us the opportunity: .

to be a part of any solutions.

We sincerely value our role sup-
porting their work as advocates for
rural Americans.

Maryland’s five regional councils

_.serve as conveners of {ri-county
regions for planning, economic ile-
velopment and regional cooperation
to address common issues. .

 We are fortunate to have long
standing partnerships with all in-
cluding the Tri-County Council for
Western Maryland, the Tri-County.

- Council for the Lower Eastern
Shere, the Mid-Shore Regional
Council, the Upper Shore Regional
Council, and the Tri-County Coun-
cil for Southern Maryland.

We turn to them to provide direc-

It does little good to HE@ -
tiple ovulations, if they die as
embryos.

Flushing should begin a few ..
weeks before breeding and continue

See SCHOENTAN, Page 17

tion on the economic development -
support Maryland’s rural regions
need.

We then work together-on .8&,57

“cal assistance activities to.encour-
age economic growth in %omo

" regions.

They are extremely supportive
of our efforts to start a regional
conversation about RWES& growth
and prosperity on the D&BBA&
Peninsula.

You can’t work in ESH Mary-
land and not talk about the Rural
Maryland Council! And the Rural
Maryland Foundation! The Rural
Marytand Council brings together
stakeholders to collectively address

‘the needs of rural communities.

Thank you to Gov. Hogan. and

~the gmw‘ﬁmba P@mimgﬁ for sig-.

nificantly increasing the funding for
the Rural Maryland Prosperity and
Investment Fund.

In 2017, the Fund will receive §2
million dollars to promote economic
prosperity creating tremendous
opportunity for organizations and

: ooSﬁ.EEﬁmm throughout rural

Maryland. -

. We accomplish a high <oMc,Bo
of lending year after year bécause
of our partnerships with regional

- financial institutions.

Community Um«dE@BmR Finan- -
cial Institution partners, such as the
National Council on Agriculture

See McGOWAN, Page 14
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The same goes for Chicago’s
famous pork belly futures.

As Big Meat extended its reach
all the way down to the farm
through either direct ownership or
contract production, meatpackers
stopped trading pork belly futures.

. They stopped because they didn’t
need to; they already owned the
contracted hog and its price was
locked in at birth.

: Belly futures died shortly there-
atter, in July 2011, A simnilar change
has been underway in the cattle
market for more than a decade.

In 2005, explained the Jowrnal,
about 60 percent of all cattle sold in

the United States were sold in cash
markets.

The remainder was sold threhgh
etther forward contracts, “formula™
prices (with a cash price as the basis
of the “formula”) or a “negotiated
grid price.”

Today, cash markets are less than
25 percent of all sales while formu-
la-priced cattle are now more than
50 percent.

The other two sales mechanisms,
grid and forward contracts, haven’t
grown as much as formula pricing
but continue to be used.

That means over 75 percent of all
U.S. cattle sales are now made out-
side any observable “cash’ market.

That also means that hardly any-
one in the marketplace — excluding
the big meatpackers who developed
and use the “formula,” grid, and

forward contracting methods —

has any 1dea what the value of any
animal is because there’s no cash
market big enough anywhere on any
day of any weelk for anyone to find
out. ~

So¢ how do cattlemen know
what’s a fair price when they setl
cattle?

“We call the one or two pacle
ers in our region,” a South Dakota
cattle- mmomHsm friend related in an
Aug. 30 telephone interview, “and
we talke what they give us.

=~ “Then we start crying.”

What else can they do? With no
working cash markets anywhere,
there can be no workable futures
contracts elsewhere.

Thus the CME Group Inc’’s (the
former Chicago Mercantile Ex-
change) likely exit from the cattle

- — without any cash market un-
. derpinning it for even the E:nﬁﬁ

. futures business. ,

,uu

It’s just too risky — too “thin

speculator to trade it.
That departure, however, Sgﬁ-

- ally guarantees that anﬁosam #

- cattlemen will be even more at the

mercy of Big Meat. How, after all,

- can the big meatpackers determine
. what to pay for their formula-,

‘ contract- and grid-purchased cattle

if there’s neither a cash nor futures

- market to set the price?

Oh, says n1y South Dakota

- friend, “They’ll do what they’ve
- been doing for the last coupla’ of
- years; they’ll just make it up.”

# % %
(Editor’s note: Reach Alan

- Guebert at agcomm(@farmandfood-
: file.com.)

McGowan

Continued from Page 8§

Life & Labor Research Fund, Inc.
and the First State Community
Lean Fund, are private lending
institutions dedicated to delivering
financial services in hard-to-serve
markets. Together we finance deals
in communities who need invest-
ment the most.

‘Lenders participating in our
Rural Housing and Rural Business
loan guarantee programs steadily

Invest in rural communities.

Their work helps rural families
buy homes, community facilities
expand, and business owners create
jobs. Regional banks with avail-
able Community Reinvestment
Act funds, capital designated to be
reinvested within the community in
a variety of ways, partner with us
as well.

Discover Bank, one of our
CRA partners in Delaware, plays a
tremendous role in our kousing pro-
grams and is currently working with
us on rural water and wastewater
infrastructure in Sussex County:

Hats off to our Intermediary
Relenders such as Eastern Shore
Entrepreneurship Center, Maryland
Capital Enterprise, First State Com-
munity Loan Fund, and others.

These organizations by charter
provide assistance and access to
capital for businesses and OMmmEN?
tions.

Technical assistance ﬁmoiamﬁm
such as Southeast Rural Commu-
nity Assistance Project for water
and wastewater, Malford Housing
Development Corporation for hous-
ing, Interfaith Housing Alliance
for housing, and many others bring

. Rural Development programs to
comumunity members.

They increase access to our pro-

_grams. Allowing more community
:members access to all that Rural
‘Development has to offer.

Because of the value we place

.on collaboration and partnership,
‘we actively seek it out. It makes. us
‘stronger as an organization NEQ our
‘work more impactful.

Thank you to all the oﬁmmENm-

tions who worl, serve, and @ormad
.in yural Emﬁ.ﬁmﬁa and Delaware.

It 1s our privilege to stand &odm-

side you in that work. _




