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Greetings!

The 2016 Maryland General Assembly Legislative
Session was a strong year for rural communities.
Highlights included the inclusion of $2 million revenue
for the Rural Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund
(RMPIF) in the State's Fiscal Year 2017 Operating
Budget, funds for the Next Generation Farmland
Acquisition program and the repayment of funds that
are diverted from Program Open Space. We thank
Governor Hogan for including funds for the Rural
Maryland Council, and the Legislature for their support. 

The Council remained active participants during the
2016 Legislative Session. During this time, we worked
to advance our legislative priorities and increase
visibility with legislators. Activities included hosting a
welcome breakfast for rural legislators, organizing
Rural Maryland Day in Annapolis, testifying before

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuO7yYyYmYi8odYWidyMKH8hd3pZn91mqrFGMS0KIibHBaPJXon3mHHSyuTUQnSWTxJIui-z36CPJhoIwDF2qPzVQdr0JOscvTyNDS8dH9gm04Hb-AlX2QiSiv9t1RtS0Ust54UHB1HjWkphV3mAoNSQQrVQUk0p-XaV5XR6A3MLawjEAICETsLWVlUrk11M5b3_Swc6o0bmRno0JFaO8FLwH_Kb3txYAGk8QbwwzxNLV4ILqkA9VE-12bsfLD8G-CBnt1QBfdthI&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuLdqM3jVPwcKbOwqrQr6i0p17vCH-monjPkzrrlBcEunT3A_OQEzRjPzJNt2sGoT8nD2CmJo7u5NEvL3TnMsQs9clgQ2Qcac3KBBj7p6Kf4902LMp5ujTtK7GvMGEJn23Q==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuFqoCQZK5EwogEHI4OvsdOnr1QtatamkTll_3lciK3lZAq_M6BrXqpBLJbVSXnFUzRjTaJzoTC1V-13KC8-kO945pIGnUE0tFphc8h_aPUZ2jc8b-4EGxAjktV2f3EuKYZskSswINzIvghXrUTUd3Rk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuPy3Qq1UGwz7-4PtCcs_1y8uWDQqpfZO90nquvXeKaRdHbX-tgOKELGDH6IsELWCLNKKLHH0mPuZE-_wLMwVArcrw_0kbBwnfkEFo01779y2oUkRRZ4S1zFxUzgpWiM2ugCkSMC70kiTqS94aDedrYUnVHYEL3v5gkez_Jyxuz9baj_BoSZj-VzLrAzzsvjynrhbvjjY_fWhLpnZwLJKczdMgE51nhGQKwdDPDwbyPDNsiqSjd6LPh1BpZSkBebnsAYLJbqcyHTfQMsC2dtBLQXUSoGfzsbGPz0GFLF3uX__T3RZzGg0mDCZ5jUc3z5drkRntGpyjxw22hUsizD7NXu7jpAVhjXP2LEslyj-qhTQCioIMYrXeGXEurjCx_oFVHdSC-3neteYr9sjQZYp2cRq-CyEsVvoj0zW5xcTII7w&c=&ch=


Buy Local Challenge

Upcoming Events

Health Care Committee Meeting 
May 3rd, 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

Learn more

MAERDAF Grant Review 
Board Meeting

May 5th, 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Learn more

MAERDAF Grant Applications Open
May 9th 

Learn more

RMC/RMF Joint Planning and
Development Committee Meeting 

May 18th, 10:00 am - 11:00 am  
Learn more

 

RMC 
In the News

February 22
My Eastern Shore MD

March 30
The Star Democrat

City of Cumberland 
Upper Story Redevelopment Program 

The State of Maryland Community Legacy
Program provides local governments and
community development organizations with
funding for essential projects aimed at
strengthening communities through activities
such as business retention and attraction,

standing committees, the Rural Caucus and local
delegations, as well as submitting written testimony. 

Our 2016 Legislative Review is available here. We are
looking forward to Fiscal Year 2017 and further serving
our rural communities. If I can be of any assistance,
please contact me at charlotte.davis@maryland.gov, or
410.841.5774. 

Sincerely,
Charlotte Davis
Executive Director

Message from the Chair

I am excited to announce grant applications for the
Maryland Agricultural Education and Rural
Development Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) will be
available on May 9th. To learn more, and to obtain
instructions and guidelines for the grant, visit our
website at rural.maryland.gov/maerdaf/. An updated
application and guidelines will be made available on this
date.

For Fiscal Year 2017, the RMC is particularly
interested in proposals that address the following:
 Agriculture, Rural Broadband, Healthcare, Youth
Engagement and Workforce/Economic
Development.  Regardless, the Grant Review Board
will give full consideration to any application that is
submitted.

All applications must be received by close of business
on Wednesday, July 15, 2016. Previous MAERDAF
Annual Reports are available for viewing here. If you
have any questions about the MAERDAF Grant,
please contact us at rmc.mda@maryland.gov or at
410.841.5772. 
 
Best wishes,
Doris Mason
Chair 
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encouraging homeownership, and
commercial revitalization. The Department of
Community Development of Cumberland
would like to receive applications no later
than 12:00pm on Monday, June 2,
2016. Read more... 

Community Facilities Direct
Loan & Grant Program

Community Facility loans are now available
for nonprofit organizations and public entities
for rural areas. This program provides
affordable funding to develop essential
community facilities in rural areas. An
essential community facility is defined as a
facility that provides an essential service to
the local community for the orderly
development of the community in a primarily
rural area, and does not include private,
commercial or business undertakings. 
Learn more....

LEAD Maryland: 
Image of Agriculture

Symposium

Join LEAD Maryland Class IX for the third
biennial Image of Agriculture Symposium:
The Many Faces of Maryland Agriculture on
Saturday, November 19, 2016 at the
College Park Marriott Hotel & Conference
Center in College Park, MD. 

The Conference will include a focus on four
tracks, including politics of agriculture and the
environment, trends in agricultural
production, emerging markets and career
opportunities, and Maryland's agricultural
communities. 

Zika Prevention Awareness Week

Zika Awareness Week, April 24th-30th, 2016, is a joint
recognition by the Departments of Agriculture, Health
and Mental Hygiene and Natural Resources to provide
information about how to avoid the Zika Virus.

Learn more about the Zika Virus and how to protect
yourself with website and video resources available on
the Maryland Department of Agriculture's webpage. 

Delmarva: A Region of Possibilities

You're invited to connect with other public innovators
interested in moving Delmarva forward as a thriving
region on Thursday, May 5, 2016 at the Wicomico
Youth and Civic Center in Salisbury, MD. Delmarva:
A Region of Possibilities is NOT a regional planning
exercise, but a gathering designed to build regional
relationships and networks.

Participants will spend the day networking, sharing
aspirations, and collaborating on actions they will take
to make Delmarva prosper. Anyone attending will be
expected to cause, or contribute to, something big or
small that advances Delmarva as a thriving economic
region. The event is FREE, but space is limited. Learn
more and RSVP...

USDA Seeks Nearly $12 Million in
Broadband Grants for Rural Communities 

USDA plans to award up to $11.7 million in grants
through the Community Connect grant program. The
grants fund broadband infrastructure to help foster
economic growth by delivering connectivity to the
global marketplace. The grants also fund broadband for
community centers and public institutions. Community
Connect is administered by USDA's Rural Utilities
Service and helps to fund broadband deployment into
rural communities where it is not economically viable
for private sector providers to provide service.

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1104208492698&ca=433b330f-b4da-4c99-8c85-19338657b955
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Keynote speakers will include Troy and
Sarah Hadrick, founders of Advocates for
Agriculture, who have traveled the world
helping people involved in agriculture find
their voice and story. 
Learn more...

The Maryland Cheese Guild
Open House

Tour a working dairy farm and creamery.
Meet Maryland's premiere cheesemakers.
Learn how YOU can help promote artisanal
cheesemaking...right here in the Free State
on Wednesday, May 11th, 4pm - 7pm at
Shepherd's Manor Creamery in New
Windsor, MD. 
Learn more...

Evergreen Herb Expo

Herbalists, educators, growers, and the
community will gather to explore medicinal
and culinary herbs at on May 24, 2016 at the
Evergreen Heritage Center in Mt. Savage,
MD. The event will include displays and
demonstrations, hands-on activities for all
ages, herb products for sale, and more. 
Learn more...

Deadlines for Startups Available
from TEDCO

The Cyber Security Investment Fund (CIF)
provides up to $225,000 to support projects
that advance a technology toward
commercialization. Deadline for
applications is May 1, 2016. 

The minimum grant is $100,000 for FY 2016. The
maximum award is $3 million. USDA announced new
rules in 2013 to better target Community Connect
grants to areas where they are needed the most. View
the rules here. 

Prior Community Connect grants cannot be renewed.
However, existing Community Connect awardees may
submit applications for new projects, which USDA will
evaluate as new applications.

For more information on how to apply for grants, see
page 22567 of the April 18, 2016 Federal Register here.
Read more...

USDA Grants Promoting Local and Value
Added Food Available & Food Safety

Training, Outreach and Tech Assistance

The Farmers Market Promotion Program funds
direct-to-consumer projects, and is not limited to
community-run farmers' markets. Deadline
is May 12th.
Learn more...
The Local Food Promotion Program helps
businesses with processing, distribution or
storage of food products. Deadline is May 12th.
Learn more...
The Food Safety Outreach Program will award
$4.7 million in grants for food safety education,
training, and technical assistance projects that
address the needs of owners and operators of
small to mid-sized farms, beginning farmers,
socially-disadvantaged farmers, small
processors, small fresh fruit and vegetable
merchant wholesalers, food hubs, farmers'
markets, and others, to help these stakeholders
comply with new food safety guidelines
established by the Food and Drug Administration
under the Food Safety Modernization Act
(FSMA).  Applications are due June 2.
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Learn more...

Technology Commercialization Fund (TCF)
provides up to $225,000 to support projects
that advance a technology toward
commercialization. Deadline for
applications is May 1, 2016. 
Learn more...

Grants Available for 
Eastern Shore Schools

The Community Foundation of the Eastern
Shore, Inc. will host an open house to
discuss the Community Foundation's
Education Awards Grants Program, ahead of
the August 26, 2016 deadline. The grant
application and award process will be
reviewed in its entirety. This workshop is
appropriate for educators and administrators.
The workshop is scheduled for May 5th,
4:30pm -6:30pm in Salisbury, MD. 
Learn more...

FREE Agriculture Webinars

MidAtlantic Women In Agriculture is offering
free webinars on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of each month to share
knowledge and resources for those with a
passion for agriculture.

Webinar topics include marketing, farm
diversification, food safety and liability, and
much more.

All are invited to participate. See a full list
here.

Maryland Grown Flowers

Learn more...
The Value Added Producer Grant
Program assists farmers, cooperatives or
businesses with processing or marketing of
value-added products. Deadline is June 24th. 
Learn more...

Maryland Value Added Producer
Matching Grants Available

The Maryland Agricultural and Resource-Based
Industry Development Corporation (MARBIDCO) has
announced a grant funding opportunity to encourage
Maryland's agricultural producers to engage in value-
added activities and pursue financial support from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's Value Added
Producer Grant Program (USDA-VAPG). 

The grant funds, which can range up to $250,000, can
be used for planning or working capital expenses in
accordance with USDA regulations. Eligible purposes
include feasibility studies or business plans, working
capital for producing and marketing value-added
agricultural products, and for farm-based renewable
energy projects. 

MARBIDCO is making available Maryland Value
Added Producer Matching Grants (MVAPMG) of up to
15% of the amount of a USDA-VAPG award to help an
eligible applicant meet the non-federal financial
matching requirement (with a cap of $25,000). All
applicants that meet the MARBIDCO requirements will
receive a commitment of matching funds to be included
with their federal USDA-VAPG application. A
MVAPMG monetary award from MARBIDCO will only
be provided to an applicant that is selected to receive
USDA-VAPG funding. 

The application submission deadline for the national
USDA-VAPG program is Friday, July 1, 2016.
Questions regarding the USDA-VAPG can be
addressed to the Maryland/Delaware Office of USDA-
Rural Development at 302/857-3629, or visit USDA's
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The Maryland Cut Flower Growers
Association has introduced a new website for
locating and purchasing locally grown, fresh
cut flowers. 

The Maryland Cut Flower Growers
Association is a collective of flower growers
dedicated to producing high quality blooms
for local consumers. Learn more
at www.marylandgrownflowers.com.

2016 Maryland Land
Conservation Conference &

Summit

The 2016 Maryland Land Conservation
Conference & Summit provides opportunity
for land trusts, conservancies, local and
state government agencies, heritage
organizations, members of the agricultural
community and other partners to network
and exchange new ideas about the future of
land conservation in our region, May 5th -
May 6th.

Thursday, May 5th, will feature diverse
workshops, presentations and evening
awards celebration at the Maritime Institute
in Linthicum Heights, MD, and Friday, May
6, will feature a Land Conservation Summit
at the Blue Heron Center in Quiet Waters
Park. The Summit is an opportunity to
brainstorm and share idea about issues and
challenges, forge new partnerships and
develop ideas for future collaboration.
Learn more...

website for more information:
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_VAPG_Grants.html.

Applicants seeking to receive a commitment of
matching funds from MARBIDCO must submit an
application at least two weeks prior to the federal
submission deadline. The deadline for the submission
of hand-delivered MARBIDCO applications is
Tuesday, June 14, 2016, at 4:00 p.m. (or by mail,
postmarked no later than June 13, 2016). Please visit
the MARBIDCO website for more information and to
download the MVAPMG application form:
http://www.marbidco.org.

Take the Challenge! Buy Local

The Buy Local Challenge was created by the Southern
Maryland Agricultural Development Commission and
has since become a statewide program. The Challenge
encourages all Marylanders to eat at least one locally
grown or raised product each day of the Buy Local
Challenge Week, July 23rd-31st, 2016. 

The Buy Local Pledge: "I pledge to eat at least one
thing from a local farm every day during Buy Local
Week." Sign the pledge.

The 9th annual Governor's Buy Local Cookout will take
place July 21, 2016 at Government House in
Annapolis to kick off the Buy Local Challenge.
Attendance at this event is invitation only.

Submit an original recipes for the Governor's Buy Local
Cookout. The invitation is open to Maryland
farmer(s)/chef teams. Recipes should reflect creative
ways to use Maryland-grown or Maryland-raised
products. Entries may be included in the 2016 Buy
Local Cookout Recipes Cookbook.
Learn more...

Rural Maryland Council is an independent state agency and Maryland's federally designated State Rural Development
Council under the United States Department of Agriculture's National Rural Development Partnership. Our mission is to
bring together federal, state, county, and municipal government officials as well as representatives of the for-profit and

nonprofit sectors to identify challenges unique to rural communities and to develop and implement policy solutions. As a
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collaborative partnership, the RMC operates under the guidance of a 40-member Executive Board, in a nonpartisan and
non-discriminatory manner. 
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