
Rural Maryland Council 
Executive Board Meeting 

January 25, 2013 
MD Department of Agriculture 

Annapolis 
 

Attendees: 
Executive Committee Members:  Scott Warner, Chair; Bonnie Braun, Immediate Past Chair; 
Mike Pennington, Mike Thielke 
Executive Board members: Sharan Marshall, Rodney Glotfelty, Doris Mason, Kathy Beisner, 
Erroll Mattox 
Executive Director: Charlotte Davis 
Guests: Steve McHenry, Jack Shaw (retired USDA), Jennifer Almond (DHCD) 
 
The meeting began at 12:26 pm. 
 
Minutes: 
 
The Executive Board reviewed the minutes from the meeting held on December 14, 2012; 
however, since there was no quorum, the minutes were not formally ratified. 
 
Financial Report 
 
The RMC will receive approximately $50,000 in additional revenue from horse racing funds.  
Half will go to MAERDAF where the committee will be looking at either fully funding awarded 
grants or funding proposals that weren’t funded.  Some ideas for how to increase RMC budget 
expenditures included: rural summit, business plan competition and marketing (logo redesign). 
 
For Fiscal Year 2014, RMC is currently level funded in the State’s Operating budget at $167,000 
as is MAERDAF.  The budget is currently under consideration before the Maryland General 
Assembly. 
 
Legislative Report 
 
The budget has been introduced.  RMC and MAERDAF are level funded.  There is a mention of 
RMC in the Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act changing the distribution of racing 
revenues to the first tier recipients when there is a short fall; this provision doesn’t impact the 
RMC.  There is an expectation that a bill to address transportation funding will be introduced. 
 
Sharan Marshall mentioned a bill impacting library funding.  Small rural areas have difficulty 
meeting the 50/50 match in the library construction program.  A new formula has been 
developed and approved by MSDE.  A bill will be introduced. 
 
 
 
 



Health care committee 
 
The Health care Committee Chair and Executive Director have convened meetings with DHMH 
and MRHA.  Doris Mason indicated she would like to be a part of the committee. 
 
RMPIF Committee 
 
Mike Pennington reported that the Committee has been on hiatus but has been speaking with 
legislators.  Since RMC, MAERDAF and the regional councils are funded this year, it might be 
asking for too much but are looking at opportunities.  The committee does not intend to make a 
big push legislatively, but are reminding people.  The Committee is also looking at transportation 
funding; if something looks like it will happen, will reconvene the committee. 
 
The regional councils made a presentation to the Eastern Shore Delegations this morning 
(1/25/13).  Lt. Gov. Anthony Brown sent an email confirming DBED funding.  The regional 
councils will receive $150,000 each.  This funding will enable the councils to expand capacity, 
create jobs and leverage private funding.  Lt. Gov Brown mentioned them at Tri-County Council 
for Southern Maryland dinner (1/24/13) and at PACE breakfast (1/25/13). 
 
Rodney Glotfelty mentioned the Lt. Gov’s announcement on the Health Enterprise Zones 
(1/24/13.)  Two of the zones are rural.  RMC funded a MAERDAF grant to MRHA to help with 
rural HEZ applications. 
 
RMC Administrative Assistant Approval 
 
In order to process paperwork to Department of Budget and Management to request hiring 
freeze exemption request, RMC needs approval from Executive Board to hire an Administrative 
Assistant.  The general consensus for approval was to have the Chair and the Executive 
Committee approve this request. 
 
Vice Chair Vacancy and Legislative Chair Vacancy 
 
Since Wayne Clark retired from the Tri-County Council of Southern Maryland, there is now a 
vacancy of vice chair and the legislative chair.  Mike Pennington nominated Doris Mason fill the 
position of Vice Chair.  The Executive Director will send out an email to the Executive Board to 
vote electronically.  The Executive Director will review the Legislative Committee to see if 
anyone within the Committee is interested in Legislative Chair. 
 
Final Assessment Report from Jim Youngquist, SERDI 
 
The Final Assessment Report was distributed.  Recommendations were included on the first two 
pages.  The general discussion addressed restructuring the Board.  This is included in the report, 
but members present agreed that RMC should wait a year before addressing this.  Since the 
Legislature is in Session, RMC can report the hiring of an Executive Director.   The organization 
can review the assessment and when ready to implement, call on Mr. Youngquist.   
 
 
 
 



Rural Summit proposal 
 
There was a discussion on the recommendation to reconvene the Rural Summit.  Mike 
Pennington suggested changing the name to Rural Congress.  The Rural Summit is an old event 
and should call it something new.  There is an opportunity to generate interest.  The group 
discussed issues to address at the summit including: economic development, job creation, 
workforce development, education and health.  Members were asked to send ideas to the 
Executive Director.  The Executive Director will meet with MRHA and work together. 
 
Member Matters 
 
Erroll Mattox brought up some regulatory issues with agriculture and local health departments.  
He knew of an individual who wanted to grind grain into meal, but needed a commercial kitchen 
to complete the work and was having difficulty with the local health department.  Rodney 
Glotfelty mentioned the Governor’s Intergovernmental Commission on Agriculture as an 
appropriate venue to address this issue.  RMC should have a seat on this Commission.  RMC will 
recommend Mr. Erroll Mattox to serve as RMC’s representative. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:07 pm. 
 
 
Next RMC Board meeting: Friday March 22, 2013 
 
 
 


